


Elaine Lyerly Crosses The Border

On June 3, Elaine Lyerly was a guest speaker at the Council of American States of Canada
(CASC) held in Laval, Quebec. The forum is a gathering of Canadian businesses that are
considering expanding into the United States. For the first time in the conference’s history, they
expanded the agenda to add a marketing topic. Elaine’s presentation, entitled “Bringing Your
Brand To America: How To Succeed In Marketing Your Products And Services,” pointed out the
diversity of the American marketplace that has ten times the population of Canada and the
critical need for successful branding. With over 75% of new product launches failing within two
years, marketing and branding must reach across the border effectively. Elaine’s insight,
expertise and advice were well received and she has been asked to speak at future seminars.
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Melia Lyerly Completes Term With NKF

In June 2008, Melia Lyerly completed a two-year term as Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Kidney
Foundation of North Carolina (NKFNC). During Melia’s tenure, she focused on solidifying leadership, rebuilding
relationships and strengthening the prominence of the organization throughout the state. In addition, under
Melia’s guidance, the organization changed its focus to helping people currently affected by kidney disease and
working to prevent new cases. Currently, 1 in 9 adults have some form of the disease. By working to create
awareness and promote education, NKFNC has re-focused its efforts to stop the epidemic. While Melia’s term
has ended, she will continue to be closely involved with the efforts of NKF and helping to fight kidney disease. Melia Lyerly
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